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Query Construction 
Enesys SharePoint Query language syntax is based on XML. The syntax is simple and 

straightforward. However, we are providing a Visual Query Designer that makes it unnecessary 

to deal with the details of the syntax. 

Enesys SharePoint queries 
A query is composed of several statements. The following Query Designer screenshot shows a 

query using 3 statements: 

 

Each statement executes a specific function depending on its type. For instance, the List 

statement will retrieve data from a specific SharePoint list. The RollUpLists statement will 

retrieves items in an entire site collection. The SqlQuery statement makes it possible to 

manipulate the resulting data from other statements using SQL SELECT syntax. 

Statements are executed sequentially starting from the first statement. The resulting data from 

each statement is stored in a temporary table so that it can be further manipulated by a 

SqlQuery statement. Therefore, in order to join two SharePoint lists, you will need to add a List 

statement for each list and a SqlQuery statement that will let join both lists using SQL SELECT 

syntax. 
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In the Visual Query Designer, you can add a statement by ÃÌÉÃËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.Å×ȱ ÍÅÎÕ ÉÔÅÍ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ 

the Query Statements panel as shown in the following screen shot: 

 

Of course, each statement has its own options and properties available through query designer 

interface. For instance, for a list  statement, you may specify the desired columns or you may 

decide to filter on a specific folder. You can find more information about the options inside the 

ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ȰUsing Enesys SharePoint Query Designerȱ ÐÁÇÅ Ȱ7ȱ. 

STATEMENT DESCRIPTION 

list Retrieves data from a SharePoint list. 

survey Retrieves data from a SharePoint Survey list in a format that makes it 
possible to build reports (as opposed to the raw data that is normally 
returned by a survey list). 

infoPath Retrieves data from an InfoPath form for both promoted and non-
promoted fields. 

mergeLists Merges multiple SharePoint lists at once. 

rollUpLists Retrieves items from lists in an entire site collection. 

sqlQuery Uses SQL Select syntax to merge, join and aggregate the data resulting 
from any other statement. 

xmlQuery Retrieves XML data from any URL. 
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sqlData Used to retrieve data from any SQL Server or Oracle databases. 

Administrative 
statements 

Various administrative statements that let you retrieve back end 
information about SharePoint. 

 

As you can see, the sqlQuery statement is extremely important in the sense that it will let you 

apply sophisticated manipulations on SharePoint data from multiple lists and sites. Except for 

simple needs (or when you just need to roll up list items in an entire site collection using 

rollUpLists statement) , your query will often be composed of multiple statements with at least a 

sqlQuery statement that will let you join/merge/aggregate the data resulting from other 

statements. 

The following screenshot shows the sqlQuery statement that is used to join both Orders and 

Customers SharePoint lists: 

 

.ÏÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÕÓÅ Ȱ/ÒÄÅÒÓȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ#ÕÓÔÏÍÅÒÓȱ ÁÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÔÁÂÌÅÓȢ 

Conclusion 
The approach we have taken with Enesys SharePoint Query makes it possible to come up with 

sophisticated queries. You are not limited to a single sqlQuery statement per query. You can join 

the result of a sqlQuery statement with the data resulting from any other statement by using 

another sqlQuery statement. This specific approach will let you solve most of business needs you 

are facing regarding SharePoint data stored in multiple lists and sites. 
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Using Enesys SharePoint Query Designer 

Retrieving data from a SharePoint list 
You can easily retrieve data from any SharePoint list by using a List Statement. 

¶ #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.Å×ȱ ÍÅÎÕ ÉÔÅÍ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ1ÕÅÒÙ 3ÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓȱ ÐÁÎÅÌȢ 

¶ #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ!ÄÄ ÌÉÓÔ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȣȱ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ Á ÎÅ× list statement. 

 

¶ The first step is to enter the relative site URL of you SharePoint site containing the 

desired list. You may either enter the URL or select an existing data source variable that 

×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔ 52,Ȣ 4ÈÅÎȟ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ'ÅÔ ,ÉÓÔÓȱ button in order to retrieve 

all the lists of this site. Once retrieved, you can filter them so that you easily find the 

correct one. 
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¶ 3ÅÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÄ ÌÉÓÔɉÓɊ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÄÄȱ ÂÕÔÔÏÎ 

 

The Query Designer will automatically create the query string for you. When adding a List 

statement, the default behavior is to retrieve all items for all columns from the specified list. As 

you will see, you can be more specific about the data to retrieve from the list (columns, 

conditions...). 



 

 

9 

E
n

e
sy

s 
S

h
a
re

P
o

in
t 

Q
u

e
ry

 D
e
si

g
n

e
r 

M
a
n

u
a
l

  

You only need to run the query and retrieve the list items: 

 

 

Specifying list columns 
You can specify the columns you would like to retrieve using the Columns tab. 
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)ÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÃÈÅÃËÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÏÌÕÍÎ ÂÏØȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÃÈÅÃË ÔÈÅ Ȭɕȭ ÂÏØ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÔÒÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ non-hidden 

fields from the specified SharePoint list. 

Leaving all boxes unchecked will return all columns from the SharePoint list, including hidden 

ones. 

Note: 

It is recommended to specify the exact columns you need in your query. Not only it will perform 

better but it will also avoid possible unwanted side effects.  

Indeed, with both Reporting and Integration Services, the columns will serve as the basis for 

specifying the data retrieved. The schema definition stored within the report or package is static 

and all the columns specified need to exist when you execute your report/package. 

By specifying all columns or all non-hidden columns, your schema will contain all columns (or 

non-hidden columns). At a later time, if some unimportant column is deleted from your 

SharePoint list, your report/package will not work anymore even though you were not using the 

deleted column in your report layout/package flow. 

Filtering list items 
In order to filter the items retrieved by the list statement, filters can be applied by using the 

Filters tab. 

Filtering at the list level is not your only option. You can also filter using a SqlQuery (see later in 

the documentation) statement or even at the report level using Reporting Services features. For 

more complex queries, it is not always possible to apply a filter on a single SharePoint list. You 

can use a mix of those filtering options as necessary. 

As a rule of thumb, you should filter at the List level whenever possible. Enesys RS Data 

Extension  will generate CAML filter that SharePoint can use to filter items before returning 

them. This will improve the performance considerably in most cases. 

 

Adding Conditions 
In order to add a new condition, click on the menu button next to the ȰÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÏÒȱ ɉ!ÎÄ Ⱦ 

Or) ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ Á ÎÅ× ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÄÄ ÎÅ× ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȱ ÍÅÎÕ 

item: 
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The new condition is added at the end of the specified group. 

* 

 

Setting Condition Properties 

Selecting the Field 

In order to select the field on which the condition will apply, a drop down list is available with 

support for auto complete. You can either select the field inside the available fields, or you can 

start typing the field internal or display name to filter the fields list as shown in the following 

screen shot: 
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Selecting the Operator 

A large range of operators is available to design specific filters as shown in the following 

screenshot: 

 

The following condition will retrieve items where the Category column is equal to 

"Condiments": 

 

 

Conditions options 

Filtering with the lookup ID 

When filtering on lookup columns, you can choose to filter either on the lookup value (the 

default) or on the lookup ID. 
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CÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ,ÏÏËÕÐ ÖÁÌÕÅȱ to change the selection to Ȱ,ÏÏËÕÐ )$ȱȡ 

 

 

Including the time ins ide date comparisons 
When filtering on date columns, you can choose whether to include or not the time as part of the 

comparison. By default, the comparison only takes the date part into account: 

 

CÌÉÃË ÏÎ ȰÅØÃÌÕÄÅÄȱ to change the selection to ȰÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄȱȡ 

 

Adding Groups of Conditions 
Groups are used to combine multiple conditions using either And (all conditions apply) or Or 

(any condition applies) logical operator. 
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Adding Inner Groups 

In order to add a new group, click on the menu button next to the Group inside which you want 

ÔÏ ÁÄÄ Á ÎÅ× 'ÒÏÕÐȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÄÄ ÎÅ× ÇÒÏÕÐȱ ÍÅÎÕ ÉÔÅÍȡ 

 

The new group is added at the end of the specified group, along with a default condition: 

 
 

Note that, if the current group is an Ȱ!ÎÄȱ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ Án Ȱ/Òȱ ÇÒÏÕÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ 

similarly, if the current group is an Ȱ/Òȱ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ Án Ȱ!ÎÄȱ ÇÒÏÕÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄȢ 

You can change the group type (Or /  And) at any time by clicking on the group: 

 

Adding Parent Groups 

It may be practical to add a parent group. For example, you have the following query, where you 

×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÒÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÔÅÍÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ 4ÉÔÌÅ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÁȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÂȱȡ 
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But you ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÓÏ ÏÎÌÙ ×ÁÎÔ ÉÔÅÍÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ #ÁÔÅÇÏÒÙ ÉÓ "ÅÖÅÒÁÇÅÓȢ #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ/Òȱ 

group and add a new parent group: 

 

! ÎÅ× Ȱ!ÎÄȱ ÇÒÏÕÐ ×ÁÓ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ Ȱ/Òȱ ÇÒÏÕÐȡ 

 

.Ï×ȟ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ Á ÎÅ× ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÎÄȱ ÇÒÏÕÐ to filter on the Category: 

 
 

Moving Conditions/Groups 
)ÔȭÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ move the conditions and groups inside the query. 












































































































































